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2009's SPECIAL CITIZENS & GROUPS HONORED  
One of my favorite happenings during my Chamber Board tenure has rolled around 
again—the occasion of honoring citizens and groups who and which exemplify 
exceptional community involvement (and make us look good!) with Chamber 
recognition as our 2009 CITIZENS and BUSINESSES of the YEAR.  
 

Two worthy gentleman share recognition as Citizens of the Year. Ed Strong, a 2002 
recipient of this award, just keeps on giving. Best known, perhaps, for his tireless 
effort to to teach our young men and women sensible etiquette and how to dance by 
way of the Cotillion, Ed is a long time volunteer 
involved with tutoring reading challenged 

students at a local elementary school. Sharing this award, Paul 
Chenette of AutoCare USA has been a major player, by raising  
funds for August's popular Junior Golf Clinic. His dedication to 
spring's Ray Chenette Memorial Golf Tournament, recalling the 
brothers' realized dream to introduce community children to the 
game about 15 years ago, is pivotal launching the JGC. Paul is also a 
dependable supporter of Chamber events. 
 

Volunteer of the Year Debbie Gagnon of Pack Wrap & Post has no 
peer when it comes to helping with Chamber and community 
activities. She pops up everywhere, most recently as a new member 
of the Disaster Preparedness Committee. 
 
Youth of the Year is also a shared honor. Cort Martin Pruett  is an 
active student attorney in Lake Elsinore's Youth Court, he helps set 
up the Farmers' Market on Sundays, and he is a familiar face helping 
with Chamber and POA events. Sharing this award, Bailey Howe, 
2007's Miss Pre-Teen, works diligently raising funds for cancer 
awareness and research projects. Bailey has collected 32 feet of 
donated hair for the Locks of Love effort that provides real hair wigs 
and pieces for young cancer victims. 
 

Explorer Post 315, affiliated with the Boy Scouts of America and 
overseen by the Canyon Lake Police Department, provides young 
men and women between ages 14 and 20 exposure to law 
enforcement and community service programs while emphasizing 
academic and character development among its members. The 
Chamber is honored itself to have this excellent group a part of our 
town's roster—a well deserved winner of 2009's Organization of the Year. 

 

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON 
Wednesday, 11th  

Pepe's Restaurant at 11:30 
$12.00 per person 

Reservations Required NLT 12th 
Call Lee at 244-6124 

 

Speaking  
JAMES McELVAIN 

Canyon Lake Chief of Police 
 

February Business Spotlight 
JORDAN EHRENKRANZ 

POA Director 
and Member, City Council 

 

February Mixer 
Wednesday 25th from 5:30 
at the COUNTRY CLUB 

Loretta Dudziak, Hosting 
 

AWARDS & INSTALLATION 
DINNER 

Friday, February 27th  6-9p 
at the Lodge 

 

2nd ANNUAL TRAVEL FAIR 
Sunday, March 8th 

in the Towne Center  
 

FARMERS' MARKET 
Sundays, 10-1 

Towne Center Parking Lot 
 



A relative newcomer to our town, the the Chamber's selection for Business of the Year is the Canyon 
Car Company. It's owner, Steve Newlin, has wasted no time becoming involved, believing it's important 
for him to give back to the community that supports him, Many already have been satisfied by his 
determination to find them the best vehicle deals available. And Steve's volunteeer efforts have already 
elevated him to Board status with both the Chamber and the CLAMS. 
 
February finds me winding up my very enjoyable twelve months as president of our Chamber. On Friday, 
February 27th, I will relinquish my gavel to Larry Cressy of Coldwell Banker. Highlighting our 19th 
ANNUAL  INSTALLATION AND AWARDS BANQUET  will also be the swearing in of our 2009 
Board. State Senator John Benoit (R-37th District) will conduct the traditional ceremony. Entertaining 
guests during the cocktail hour preceding the dinner will be versatile musician and recording artist TC—
aka Frank Fugate. The event's 2009 theme is patriotic. Tickets at $40/person are available through the 
Chamber office. Please phone first: 244-6124. The deadline for reservations is February 18th. 
 
February's Luncheon Speaker 
CANYON LAKE POLICE CHIEF  JAMES  McELVAIN  will speak on Canyon Lake as the safest 
city in Riverside County.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EVENTS REDUX 
 
January's Mixer downstairs at City Hall on the 28th 
MIDDLE ENTERPRISES and GEORGE MIDDLE,  BUSINESS BROK ER 
"Our role in the business world is to act as a consultant for 
business people who need or desire to purchase or sell a business, 
a property, or both." Middle Enterprises effectively covers all 
aspects of the offer and acceptance procedure on the client 
buyer's or client seller's behalf, assuring no repercussions before 
the legal process of transfer ownership is handed over to an 
approved escrow officer. George and his team aim to make your 
dream of owning your own business a reality. Photo: Our host Mr 
Middle and 2009 Chamber prez Larry Cressy. 
31566 Railroad Canyon Road (105). 951.244-7621. FAX 
951.246-2453. George's cell: 951.259-9545. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

WE WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 
 

California Styles/Wendy Munio/a full service salon, 31610-6 RR Cnyn Rd, 244-5566. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

 
CANYON LAKE'S 2 ND ANNUAL TRAVEL FAIR 
Sponsored by the Chamber and Canyon Lake Travel (owner, Melissa Ochoa) 
Sunday, March 8th 11:00-2:00  in the parking lot vicinity Guaranty Bank. 
951.244-1831, CLT@CLTravel.com. 
There's something for everyone at this event including prize drawings, a luggage giveaway, a bouncer for 
the kids, free popcorn, and a DJ. The focus, of course, is on travel. Expert representatives from a dozen 
agencies (Celebrity, MSC Cruises, Cunard, ClubMed, Princess, Azamara Cruises, Cosmos, Monograms, 
Avalon Waterways, Globus, Sandals Beaches, and Apple Vacations) will be eager to answer your 



questions about cruising, tours, and all your vacation needs. A passport booth will help you order certified 
birth certificates and required forms, and there will be travel incentive special discounts offered on this 
day only. 
A bonus will be you and your family making a day of it and also visiting the FARMERS' MARKET  
10:00 to 1:00 in the Towne Center parking lot (near Pack Wrap & Post). 
 
LAKE ELSINORE STORM, OPENING DAY 2009: THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH 
Dave McCrory is distributing free game vouchers to members who think they might be attending the 
opening day ceremonies and game. He'll have them at February's luncheon and the mixer. The vouchers 
can be redeemed at the Storm's Ticket Office any time on or after Monday, March 2nd. 
 
RAY CHENETTE MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT & AWARDS DINNE R  
Saturday, June 13th at the golf course and later at the Country Club. 
Sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce  
Detailed information will follow. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

CHAMBER POT POURRI 
 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU 
A new feature showcasing things you might not know about fellow Chamber members. 
For instance, do you know which member was once a Mouseketeer? Another is still performing in dance 
recitals and reviews. Everybody's got a story. What's yours?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
CHAMBER NEWS WEBSITE BULLETIN  �    February 2009 

The Canyon Lake Chamber of Commerce 
31640 Railroad Canyon Road (#104), Canyon Lake CA 92587  �   Mailing address: 31566 Railroad Canyon Road 

951.244-6124 �   FAX 951.244-0831 �   www.canyonlakechamber.net  �   Office hours 10-3 M-W-F 
Regular Chamber Meetings 

Luncheons: 2nd Wednesday monthly, 11:30a, Pepe's Restaurant. Reservations required (244-6124). 
Chamber Board: 3rd Friday monthly, 8a  �   Mixers:  last Wednesday monthly, from 5:30p 

The Chamber News Website Bulletin is posted monthly. Content is provided by members and subject to Board approval. 
Editing:  Nancie Weber, 951.244-6673, nanciet@verizon.net 

 

 

PUT ON YOUR THINKING CAPS, MEMBERS! LEE NEEDS 
our HELP! 

 

 
 

Your suggestions for luncheon speakers will be much appreciated. 
�

If you know of anyone in the community or surrounding area whose expertise or 
experience might be of interest to the 

Pepe's Second Wednesday Noontime Dining Club (that's us),  
please pass the word. 

 


