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IRVIN DELIVERS CHAMBER GAVEL TO CRESSY 
FROM THE OUTGOING 
PRESIDENT, Mike Irvin of 
PacWest Financial 
It's been an exhilarating year! I 
joined the Chamber six years 
ago primarily to promote my 
business, but the real reward 
was becoming a part of such an 
energetic, positive group 

dedicated to promoting our town. Ideas have 
overflowed at the Board meetings; everyone wants 
to help. During 2008 we helped initiate the popular 
open air Farmers Market, presented our first 
annual Travel Fair, and upgraded our website to 
include timely viewing of every Chamber function. 
July's expanded Tailgate Party in the Diamond's 
parking lot preceding the Storm's trouncing of the 
Rancho Cucamonga Quakes was a big success. As 
was June's golf tournament benefitting the Junior 
Golf Clinic. October's Parade of Frights saw nearly 
1,000 children particiating. Ribbon cutings, 
luncheons, and monthly mixers enjoyed record 
turnouts. It was you guys who make it happen—in 
the process making me look good. Thank you all.  

FROM THE INCOMING 
PREZ, Larry Cressy of 
Coldwell Banker 
Our Chamber becomes 
better and better with each 
passing year. As have 
presidents before me, 
Mike's going to be a hard 
act to follow.  
 

We're already talking up some new ideas to 
entertain and promote Canyon Lake during the 
coming year include a Monte Carlo night and a 
fun karaoke evening a la American Idol. The 
Walk of Fame featuring Businesses of the Year 
since 1991 is only a work day away from 
completion, and this year's garage sale, also 
the annual Ray Chenette Memorial Golf 
Tournament  promise to be bigger and better.  
 

And that's just the beginning of what I 
anticipate as another banner year for our 
Chamber of Commerce. 

 

.  

MARCH LUNCHEON 
Wednesday, 11th 

Pepe's Restaurant at 11:30 
$12.00 per person 

Reservations required 
Call Lee at 244-6124 

 
Speaking 

JUAN PEREZ 
Riverside County Director of 

Transportation  
regarding completion of the 

Newport Road project 
 

 

 

March Business of the Month 
CANYON LAKE TRAVEL 

and Melissa Ochoa 
 

March Business Spotlight 
ASHLEY BAKER 

of Alternative Wellness 
 
 

2nd ANNUAL TRAVEL FAIR 
Sunday, March 8th, 11-2 

in the Towne Center 

 

March Mixer  
Wednesday 25th, 5:30-7 

FRAN & PATTI'S PAST TIMES 
CHOCOLATE SHOP 

Fran & Patti Kasper, Hosting 
28089 Bradley Road, Sun City 

Near post office 
Between Senior Home Care/Rose Nails  

246-4717 
 

FARMERS' MARKET 
Sundays 9-1 

Towne Center Parking Lot 



Installation & Awards Banquet Recognized Worthy Citizens,  Groups 
 

February 27th.  Patriotically themed in traditional reds, whites and blues, 
the Lodge's decorated dining room welcomed a festive evening of 
mingling among friends, installing the 2009 Chamber Board, and 
honoring some exceptional boosters of our community. 
 

Thanks very much to our State Senator, the Honorable John J Benoit, for 
securing the new Board's composition  … to our MC  extraordinaire   Ken  
Cable … to Jennie and Jordan Ehrenkranz for 
sponsoring the invitations … to the  Property 

Owners' Association and Debby Gagnon for 
overseeing the decorations … and to TC Fugate of 
Threshold/the Canyon Lake Community Church 
for our pre-dinner entertainment. Later, in 
harmony, TC and Paul captured the flavor of the 
evening, encouraging everyone to join in heartfelt 
praise: "God Bless the USA." Two photos left: A 
quartet striking the right note for the evening: Larry Cressy, Russ Smith, SEN 

John Benoit, Dr Vick Knight. MC Ken Cable with Lee's basket. Right: TC and Paul Chenette. 
 

Pepe's tasty dinners (chicken or tritip, and exceptional waitstaffing) and the 
preliminaries dispensed with in good order, we got down to the matter of 
recognizing this year's honorees. The BUSINESS OF THE YEAR is the 
Canyon Car Company owned by Steve Newlin, the 
award sponsored by the City of Canyon Lake and 
AutoCare USA. CITIZENS OF THE YEAR, 
sponsored by Mike Irvin's PacWest Financial and 
Larry Cressy of Coldwell Banker, were Paul Chenette 
and Ed Strong. Bailey Howe and Cort Pruett were 
cited as our YOUTH OF THE YEAR, the awards 

sponsored by Ken and Dorothy Cables' Pen & Palette 
and Cal Kool Air Conditioning (Debbie Miner). Debby 
Gagnon of Pack Wrap & Post is our VOLUNTEER OF 
THE YEAR, sponsored by the 
Canyon Car Company. And Russ 
Smith's RAS Financial was glad to 
sponsor our ORGANIZATION OF 
THE YEAR, Explorer Post 315.  

 

Three photos left from top: 
Accepting the award for his 
Business of the Year, Steve 
Newlin of  the Canyon  Car 
Company. Here, Steve is with our Volunteer of the Year, Debby Gagnon. Our 
Citizens of the Year: Ed Strong with sponsor Mike Irvin; Paul Chenette at the 
mike.  Two photos right, from top: A couple of outstanding Youth of the Year: 
Bailey, daughter of Steve and Heidi Howe, and Cort Pruett, son of Lance and 
Judy Pruett. Some members of Explorer Post 315, our Organization of the Year. 

 

Special recognition is a irregular honor at the Chamber's discretion, and no one is more deserving than our 
Executive Director, Lee Clark. The driving force behind the Chamber's growth and achievement, Lee 
maintained—from her sofa!—her her demanding schedule keeping business flowing smoothly in spite of 
a seriously debilitating injury last fall and a lingering recovery. The Board's bountiful thank-you basket 
can't fail to cheer her for some time to come.  



EVENTS REDUX 
 
February Luncheon on the 11th 
Speaking, CANYON LAKE POLICE CHIEF JAMES McELVAIN  
The good news outweighed the bad news. Statistics compiled bi-weekly by a  Perris Police Station crime 
analyst confirm that crime in our territory is down 18.8% from 2007. Two weak areas—theft and 
burglary—account for about half of all incidents. Called "crimes of opportunity" and frequently 
sponteneous, they are the hardest to curtail and to some extent the easiest to avoid if citizens would take 
sensible precautions. Canyon Lake "is somewhat of an anomaly with its low crime rate, but we need to 
continue to be vigilant against even a small rise of any form of crime." 
 
Ribbon Cutting, March 3rd 
MANNY'S DRY CLEANERS.  MANNY and DENISE YZARRARAZ, O wners. 
31640 Railroad Canyon Road, 951.244-7600 
Formerly associated with Olga's Cleaners, Manny 
has a new business name and a new location on 
the other side of the same building (behind 
Canyon Lake Hair Design). He and his wife 
Denise will continue their commitment to the 
friendly, efficient service his customers have 
come to depend on. Along with free pickup and 
delivery among his clientele in Canyon Lake and 
Canyon Hills, the new shop will continue to 
feature everyday low prices, 24-hour service at no 
extra charge, press-only treatment, expert 
alterations, leather and suede cleaning and 
wedding gown preservation, and careful consideration to just about anything else you might want cleaned. 
Manny's also continues to offer the popular 10% discount to Chamber members.  Photo: Manny and 
Denise, center, wield the big golden scissors while well wishers (from left) including Chamber Prez Larry 
Cressy, Trudy Wicke, Geff of Canyon Tailor, Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Horton, Danielle Vasquez, Coreen 
Graff of Bling It On and Old Navy, Mayor Mary Craton, POA Director Jordan Ehrenkranz, George 
Middle (Middle Enterprises), Cal Kool's Debbie Miner, John Gomez, Mike Irvin of PacWest Financial, 
City Councilman Barry Talbot, and Joanne Geer look  on.  
 
Sunday, March 8th 
2nd annual CANYON LAKE TRAVEL FAIR hosted by MELISSA OCHOA  and the CHAMBER 

A beautiful late winter (it still is almost everywhere else) day lent itself 
nicely to this year's well attended Travel Fair in the parking lot vicinity 
Guaranty Bank and Canyon Lake Travel. Sixteen vacation professionals 
gathered to entice our citizens to leave Paradise and venture forth to—
how can that be?—more exotic locales!  
Thirteen vendors offered cruises, land packages, luxury hotels and resorts, 
and world-wide escorted tours by land, air, and even by train: Apple 
Vacations; Carnival—The Fun Ships; Celebrity-Azamara cruises; 
ClubMed resorts; Globus family of brands; Holland America cruises; 

MSC Cruises; Pleasant Holidays tour packages; Princess Cruises; Royal Caribbean Cruises; Sandals & 
Beaches luxury hotels; and Trafalgar tours. US Passport Services advises that it takes 4-6 weeks to obtain 
a new document while renewals generally take about 10 days. The Wedding Registry, part of CL Travel, 
offers a free post-wedding service for friends of the bride and groom who would like to donate money 
toward their honeymoon. And travel author Norma Horrocks motivationally shared unique vignettes from 
her adventures in 98 (so far) countries. Photo: Accredited cruise counselors, Canadian Rail specialists, 
and ClubMed specialists, Pat and George Achilles (georgenpat@earthlink.net). 



MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
Saturday, March 28th.  7:30 p.m. at the Lodge. 
FINE ARTS CONCERT sponsored by the CANYON LAKE FINE ARTS GUILD 
$20/person: tickets on sale at the POA. 
"Music Classics" will be featured with the Inland Valley Symphony (Dr Jeanine Trent Atwood, Music 
Director) performing. Several well known local artists will also be showcased. 
 
Wednesday, April 8th. 11 
CHAMBER LUNCHEON featuring the POA CANDIDATES 
 
Thursday, April 9th 
LAKE ELSINORE STORM, THIS SEASON'S OPENING DAY 
Our Class A affiliate of the San Diego Padres is geared for league championship! Hitting the new season 
off, the Storm is out to defeat the Visalia Oaks. That's Thirsty Thursday, folks—$1 beer and sodas and 
always some pre-game fun. Don't forget—game time is now 7:0 nine! 
 
Saturday, May 2nd.  9:20-2:00 at the CostCo site (the I-15 and Central Avenue). 
CHILDREN'S MIRACLE NETWORK BUSINESS SHOW  sponsored by Lake Elsinore CostCo. 
Contact: Tim Ramirez, Business & Marketing Representative, 253-6030 x247, W746MKT@costco.com 
It's CostCo's annual fundraiser aimed at helping to create a brighter future for kids. Chamber members can 
exhibit their services and distribute promotional materials at the store site during that Saturday ($400 per 
booth). All exhibitors' fees will be donated to the CMN, and a portion will be matched by CostCo 
Wholesale. Last  year CostCo donated over $17 million to this cause throughout the US and Canada. 
 
Saturday, June 13th 
RAY CHENETTE MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT  sponsored by the 
CHAMBER  with an an AWARDS DINNER following. Benefitting August's 
Junior Golf Clinic. 
Registration begins at 10:00, shotgun at noon. Price: $99 per person. Dinner will 
be at the Country Club from 5:00 p.m. Paul Chenette, Mike Irvin, Dave McCrory, 
Russ Smith chairing.  Photo: That's a most happy fella—Ray—upon winning the putting 
contest in 2007, shortly before he passed away. Thinking community children would enjoy 
an introduction to golf and a summertime diversion, Ray conceived the idea of the JGC 
several years ago. Hugely popular, last year nearly 300 children from preschool to teens participated. 
 
 
Thursday, June 25th 
ALL CHAMBERS MIXER at the DIAMOND STADIUM 
 
 
BUSINESSES OF THE YEAR WALK OF FAME 

Twenty-eight stones honoring our Businesses of the Year since Pepe's was first 
recognized through our most recent awardee—The Canyon Car Company—have  
been completed by mosiac artist Judy Pruett of Creative Stained Glass. Installing 
these stepping stones in the grass fronting City Hall and the POA will be a Chamber 
members' volunteer team effort.  
At this time no date has been firmed for dedicating this unique addition to our Towne 

Center. Stay tuned. 
 
 
 



CHAMBER POT POURRI 
 
The movers and shakers on our AMBASSADORS COMMITTEE  have moved on to new positions, so 
we're looking for members who enjoy meeting people to welcome particiants at Chamber events. 
Especially at the luncheons and mixers it's important for us to make newcomers feel welcome. Even if 
you're not a designated greeter, please take the initiative becoming acquainted with guests you don't 
know. It's what our organization is all about! 
 
ANIMAL FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS' 2010 PET CALENDAR 
Animal Friends of the Valleys 
Office: 33751 Mission Trail, Wildomar CA 92595. 471-8344.  
Email: afvmedia@linkline.com. www.AnimalFriendsOfTheValleys.com. 
Make your pet a pin-up! Photo entries of your favorite pets are now being accepted. All photos must be at 
least 4x6 in color, horizontal layout, the pictures containing only animals (no people). You may submit 
digitally by email, the photos at least 300 dpi. Animal Friends are unable to accept Polaroids, discs, or 
pictures printed on plain paper. A judging panel will choose 13 photos to be featured as Pet of the Month 
plus the calendar's front cover; all other submissions will be included in the collage pages. Deadline for 
submission is July 31, 2009 at 4:00 p.m. All photos become property of the AFV but they do not retain a 
copyright assures Rosa Betancourt.  
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The Canyon Lake Chamber of Commerce 
31640 Railroad Canyon Road (#104), Canyon Lake CA 92587  �   Mailing address: 31566 Railroad Canyon Road 

951.244-6124 �   FAX 951.244-0831 �   www.canyonlakechamber.net  �   Office hours 10-3 M-W-F 
Regular Chamber Meetings 

Luncheons: 2nd Wednesday monthly, 11:30a, Pepe's Restaurant. Reservations required (244-6124). 
Chamber Board: 3rd Friday monthly, 8a  �   Mixers: last Wednesday monthly, from 5:30p 

The Chamber News Website Bulletin is posted monthly. Content is provided by members and subject to Board approval. 
Editing:  Nancie Weber, 951.244-6673, nanciet@verizon.net 

 


